
Illinois has a new and evolving one stop 
shop  for information on Standards-based 
Reporting. On the website you will find 
implementation suggestions, webinars 
and PowerPoints to support you when 
ready to create a presentation to your 
staff and stakeholders.  
Suggested resources list several 
excellent research based books to guide 
your journey. Any of them would be an 
excellent choice for a book study for a 
school or district.  

Members of the Standards-based 
Reporting Committee have provided their 
contact information for those having 
specific questions and there is also a 
place to submit general questions 
regarding SBR. 
 
This website can be found at the 
following link: 
www.ISBEstandardsbasedreporting.com 

PARCC (Partnership for the Assessment of 
Readiness for College and Careers) has 
released sample test questions on the 
technology platform that students will use 
when taking the field test later this spring. 
 
Teachers, students, parents and others can 
engage with the sample items using 
computer-based tools such as drag-and-
drop, multiple select, text highlighting, and 
an equation builder. PARCC has also 
released online tutorials that demonstrate     
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how students will navigate the test; how 
to use the computer-based tools; and 
features that make the test more 
accessible for all students, including 
those with disabilities and English 
learners. 

To get a true understanding of the 
range of rigor, item types and 
functionalities, users should try test 
items in more than just one grade, as 
each grade level does not have all item 
types. The sample items will not be 
scored. 
Information from the PARCC website 
Click here to learn more: 
http://www.parcconline.org/computer-
based-samples 
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Evidence Tables Released by PARCC 

PARCC has released a set of 
test specification documents,  
called evidence statement 
tables, to help educators and the 
general public better understand 
the design of the PARCC 
assessments. Evidence 
statement tables and evidence 
statements describe the 
knowledge and skills that an 
assessment item or a task elicits 
from students.  These are 

aligned directly to the Common 
Core State Standards, and 
highlight their advances 
especially around the 
coherency of the standards.  
 
Documents are created for 
grades 3-11 in English 
Language Arts and Math.  Click 
here to access these and scroll 
to the bottom of the page.  
Please note that while Math is 
separated into grade level 
documents, ELA is in a 
combined document.  
 
Suggestions for use of these 
documents are to identify the 
skills for mastery at a particular 

grade level and infuse these 
skills into comprehension 
instruction, writing projects, and 
oral presentations.   
 
Although these tables are 
helpful for understanding the 
design of PARCC, the most 
valuable tool that can be 
utilized by teachers is the New 
Illinois Learning Standards 
incorporating the Common 
Core Standards because the 

assessment 
is ultimately 
designed 
around the 
standards.   

Using the 7th Grade Reading Evidence Table from PARCC 
Using the reading evidence 
tables, mentioned in the above 
article, can assist seventh 
grade teachers to design 
instructional tasks and 
assessments for their 
classroom.  These tasks and 
assessments will not only 
provide 7th grade teachers with 
data on students progress with 
the standards, but will prepare 
students to take the new 
PARCC assessments in 2015.   

The following are a few of the 
evidences to be measured on 
the PARCC Summative 
Assessment. 
 Provide several pieces of 

textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text says 
explicitly  

 Demonstrate ability to trace an 
argument and specific claims 
in a text 

 Provide an objective summary 
of the text  

Standard #1 and Standard #10 : Always in Play 

Two standards will always be in 
play throughout the new 
PARCC Assessment.  They are  
 Reading Standard #1  
        (Use of Evidence), and  
 Reading Standard #10  

(Complex Texts) 
Both standards should be 
integral parts of every 7th grade 
classroom.  In order for 
students to master the ability to 
find and use evidence in 
various texts, teachers should 
provide; 

 Modeled examples 
 Opportunities for practice 

with peers 
 Opportunities to practice 

independently 
 Opportunities to prove 

mastery 
 
The Illinois Learning Standards 
Incorporating the Common 

Core, give teachers the choice 
in  what text they use as well as 
how they instruct their students.     

                              
www.parcconline.org 

 
Click on The PARCC Assessment 
Click on Assessment System 
Click on Blueprints & Test Specs 
 
Scroll Down to View : 
 Evidence Table PowerPoint  
 Reading Evidence Tables 
 Writing Evidence Tables 
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  Click here for the 
7th Grade Reading  
Evidence Tables 
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PARCC Sample Platform 
You can now try out the PARCC 
sample test        questions on the 
same    technology platform that    
students will use on this year’s 
field test.  Before you begin, 
make sure that your using      
appropriate operating systems 
and web browser requirements.  
Please reference                   
http://
www.pearsononlinetesting.com/
TestNav/8/
require-
ments_testnav_8_0_4.html for 
the complete list of   supported 
systems.  When you are certain 

that your function or tablet will 
work, go to http://
practice.parcc.testnav.com/#. 
Once you get to the site, you 
may want to first watch the 
tutorial in the fourth tab.  The 
third tab will then let you     
explore the computer-based 
tools such as drag-and-drop, 
multiple select, equation editor 
and graphing in the sample 
items.  After you pick a grade 
band, you will be taken first to 
the ELA questions, but when 
you have finished the first sec-
tion and continued, you will be 
taken to Part 2 – Math.  

Try the Kelvin’s Race item to see 
how drop down menus and fill in 
the blank will work. Give your 
students time to explore the 
equation editor in the marching 
band item – it may take a few 
tries to get comfortable with this 
functionality.  The moon-landing 
item allows students to actually 
plot points on the coordinate grid 
and the proportional               
relationships item allows        
students to drag and drop.  
While the graphing tool is       
optional on this item, it will be 
scored in other items.  

EQuIP Jury 
How do you determine if a les-
son or unit is properly aligned to 
the New Illinois Learning Stand-
ards?  To help educators answer 
questions like this Achieve, a 
non-profit              organization, 
has developed the EQuIP 

(Educators Evaluating Quality 
Instructional Products) rubric.  
This January 53 teachers from 
20 states, including Illinois, 
met in Washington D.C. to    
evaluate lessons and units that 
had been submitted by states, 
organizations, and individuals.  
These teachers were trained 
by Achieve to effectively use 
the EQuIP  Rubric to provide             
comprehensive and evidence-
based feedback to curriculum 
creators. Hundreds of teachers 

applied throughout the United 
States; four educators from Illi-
nois were chosen.  Achieve has 
selected and trained these 
teachers to be the new Jury  
Panel.  If a lesson/unit receives 
an Exemplar or Exemplar if    
Improved rating, the lesson/unit 
and Jury Feedback Form will be 
posted on Achieve’s website.       
Currently there are two 6-8th 
grade lessons available.   
 
To check them out go to http://
www.achieve.org/EQuIP.   

Sample Task 

A New York State 7th grade   
lesson received an exemplar if 
improved rating from EQuIP.   
http://www.achieve.org/files/
Gr7Module1TopicBUnitRate-
andConstantofProportionality.pdf 
This 4-day lesson spends time 
with a balance of conceptual  
understanding, procedural skill 
and fluency and application.  
Look at this application problem 
that involves interpreting a 
graph.   
Andrea is a street artist in New 
Orleans. She draws caricatures 

(cartoon-like portraits of tourists). 
People have their portrait drawn 
and then come back later to pick 
it up from her. The graph below 
shows the relationship between 
the number of portraits she 

draws and the amount of time in 
hours needed to draw the      
portraits.  
Write several ordered pairs from 
the graph and explain what each 
coordinate pair means in the 
context of this graph.  
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 Math proficiency is the gate-
way to a number of incredible 
careers that   students may 

never have  considered.   
 

Danica McKellar 
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Classroom Strategies 

Project-Based  
Learning 

Project-Based Learning (PBL) as a school improvement 
strategy helps create engaging instructional strategies, 
increases student retention of content, improves 
collaboration and problem solving skills and improves 
students’ attitudes towards learning. PBL is based on 
rigorous, practical learning through realistic classroom 
projects. This instructional method challenges students 
with in-depth, open-ended questions intended to 
encourage inquiry-based problem solving and critical 
thinking skills. (Consortium for Policy Research in Education, N. J. 
(1991).  
 

The teacher’s role in PBL is different than in a traditional 
instructional method. PBL is only successful in 
classrooms where teachers engage students by giving 
appropriate guidance and feedback. The teacher must 
carefully explain all responsibilities that are to be 
completed, offer detailed directions for how to develop 
the project, and constantly move about the classroom to 
answer questions and inspire student motivation. In 
order to create effective units using project-based 
learning, teachers must plan well and be flexible. In this 
method of instruction, teachers often find that they are in 
the role of learner and peer with the students. When 
assessing PBL, teachers can use a combination of 
objective tests, checklists, and rubrics; however, these 
often only measure task completion. Including a 
reflective writing element offers a self-evaluation of 
student learning. 

A well developed PBL lesson plan takes preparation 
and planning on the part of the teacher. Here is an 
example of steps to creating a PBL lesson.
(Hung,2009) 
 

Define the content- What is the learning outcome 
for the  students?                    

 

Identify the context- Create a list of real-life 
activities that could be included to achieve the 
intended outcome. 
 

List possible problems- Create a list of problems  
that could be included in  the context activities. 
 

Define potential solutions- Brainstorm the  
most viable solutions, include alternative ideas, as 
well. (Ensure that  the students'  skills and  abilities 
are at the level needed to reach the solutions.) 
 

Calibrate your activities– Cross check your 
solutions with the intended outcome. Then, which 
solutions support students’ skills? What needs to be 
added to increase student challenges? What can be 
removed to increase student success? 
 

Describe the task to your students– Only include 
task descriptions, not solutions. 

 

Reflect on the Learning- Include multiple 
opportunities to check student progress when starting 

the project. Modify or adjust instruction, as needed, to 
meet the students’ skills. 

Behind The Scenes 

Project-based learning can include several strategies 
and classroom activities such as: 
 Asking and refining questions; 
 Debating ideas; 
 Making predictions; 
 Designing plans and/or experiments; 
 Collecting and analyzing data; 
 Drawing conclusions; 
 Communicating ideas and findings to others; 
 Asking new questions; and 
 Creating artifacts. 

  PBL in the CCSS 
“Mathematically proficient 

students can apply the mathematics they know 
to solve problems arising in everyday life, society, 

and the workplace.”- Math Practice 4 
  

“Conduct short research projects to answer a 
question (including a self-generated question)”- ELA 

Writing Standards 

Making ConnectionsMaking Connections  

Danielson Framework: Domain 1C, 3C 
 

Conditions for Learning Indicators (Rising Star): CL 10, CL4 
 

Related Conditions for Learning Indicators  are 
included in the 

 Rising Star on IIRC school improvement tool and 
accessible at the ISBE Learning Supports  web site. 

Hung, W. (2009). The 9-Step Problem Design Process for Problem-Based Learning: Application of the 3C3R 
Model. Educational Research Review, 4(2), 118-141. 
 
Consortium for Policy Research in Education, N. J. (1991). Putting the Pieces Together: Systemic School Reform. 
CPRE Policy Briefs. 

Visit www.isbe.net to download this newsletter. 
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Learning Reviews - 

http://bit.ly/1e73CDB 
Intel - http://intel.ly/1nWUbzk 

h p://www.youtube.com/watch?v=waKZQ9gaBkI 

http://www.danielsongroup.org/article.aspx?page=frameworkforteaching�
http://www.isbe.net/learningsupports/pdfs/learning-indicators/CL10.pdf�
http://www.isbe.net/learningsupports/pdfs/learning-indicators/CL4.pdf�
http://isbe.net/learningsupports/html/conditions.htm�
http://iirc.niu.edu/�
http://isbe.net/learningsupports/default.htm�
http://www.isbe.net/�
http://www.isbe.net/learningsupports�
http://bit.ly/LTC7aH�
http://illinoispip.org/�
http://illinoispip.org/�
http://illinoispip.org/�
http://illinoispip.org/�
http://bie.org/�
http://bit.ly/1e73CDB�
http://intel.ly/1nWUbzk�
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=waKZQ9gaBkI�

	Standards-based Reporting Website
	Inside this issue:
	PARCC Computer-Based 
	Sample Test Questions 
	Capture the Core
	A Publication of the 
	Illinois State Board of 
	Education Statewide 
	System of 
	Support 
	Content 
	Specialists
	Volume II Issue 6
	March 2014
	Classroom Strategies


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


